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He ran for state treasurer here
in 2002, narrowly missing a win
in his first political outing.

While now in private law
practice in Birmingham, he
stays involved in public affairs
and teaches courses in civic in-
volvement as an adjunct profes-
sor at the University of Alaba-
ma.

He is also.active on the
speaking circuit around the
state. .

His talk here this week,
which was primarily aimed at
members of the Chamber’s
Youtly Leadership Lawrence
class, was not a dose of canned
political rhetoric.

He praised the members of
the high school students’ gener-
ation for reversing a national
trend away from community in-
volvement in charitable works.

However, he chided that
same generation for failing to
grasp the concept that they
could not only help alleviate the
symptoms of society’s problems
through their charitable works,
but could also solve some of the
underlying problems if they
would set their minds to it.

His talk was insightful and

‘challenging. He spoke with the

confidence, conviction and pas-
sion of a hardshell Baptist
preacher, using no notes and dis-
playing an enthusiasm for the
promise of what could be.

It was the first time I had
heard him speak. His presenta-
tion shattered my ill-formed per-

ception of him as a carpetbag- -

ging political opportunist who
came here to take advantage of
the family name.

It left me more optimistic that
some day our state will find the
kind of leader who will bring
our diverse interests together to
really solve some problems in-
stead of just applying Band-
Aids to them,
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